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moving southwards they left a wide gap be-
tween themselves and Macdonald. At this
moment the Khalifa launched his second and
main attack from the west. The time was well
chosen, for all our troops were on the move and
in bad formation to meet an onslaught. The
result was that the Sirdar had to employ some
pretty manoeuvres in order to fill the gap and
meet the new attack. The change of formation
can best be seen by a glance at the map on
page 76. Lyttelton and Maxwell had wheeled
to the west, leaving a height called Surgham
Hill on their right: next to them came Lewis,
also facing west: then a wide gap of 1,200
yards: and finally Macdonald on the extreme
right It appeared that the full weight of the
enemy would fall on this isolated brigade.
Quickly grasping the situation, Kitchener
ordered Wauchope to turn right about and
close the gap. Before Wauchope's men had
covered the mile which brought them up to the
new line the Dervish attack had begun to
slacken. At this moment, however, a new
danger threatened Macdonald from the north.
The 15,000 Dervishes under Wad Helu, who
had followed Broadwood over the Kerreri
Hills, were now returning and began to swarm
down the slopes on Macdonald's right flank.
With much coolness the Brigadier took batta-
lions successively from his left and brought
them to form a new front facing northward.
One battalion, the Lincolns, of Wauchope's
brigade, also doubled up to prolong the new
line. The change of front under heavy fire
was carried out with wonderful steadiness by